
AN OPERATOR’S EXPERIENCE - Craig Williams 

I f you are looking for new oppor-
tunities to see different water 

treatment facilities, meet great peo-
ple and learn while enjoying yourself 
with other professionals with the 
same goals and interest, then you 
will be interested in the operator 
exchange program. 

Like many of you who are reading 
this article, I was not really aware of 
all that is the Operator Exchange 
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Program.  Last Spring, at the 
MWPCA Quarterly meeting in 
Westford, I heard the appeal for 
candidates to partici-
pate in the program.  I 
thought that it 
sounded like a tremen-
dous opportunity for 
someone but I didn’t 
think it would be me, 
having only been a 

member of MWPCA for a little over a 
half a dozen years and not being active 
on any committees.  Certainly there have 

to be many others who 
would be in line ahead 
of me, most of whom 
would be much more 
deserving. 

After encouragement 
from a co-worker I de-

MWPCA PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE - Charles Tyler 

record, the MWPCA has been for years the 
only one of the six New England operator 
associations without a golf outing some-
time in the year.  By hosting this round of 
golf, you might say that we’re just trying to 
catch up with the rest of the region. 

Another change will be in the venue of the 
September Trade Show.  This year’s show 
will be at the Wachusett Mountain Resort 
in Princeton, MA.  Aside from being a 
trifle more central than the recent West-
ford location, the Wachusett location af-
fords a change in scenery and the opportu-
nity to change the format of the trade show 
just a bit.  Stay tuned for details on the new 
location and the plans for positive changes 
in the show.  It should be a refreshing and 
exciting move. 

Although I’d like to take credit for innova-
tion, these changes are mainly due to a 
shift in the membership of our Board of 
Directors.  We have several recent addi-
tions to the Board who have come up with 
some great ideas for shoring up the vitality 
of the MWPCA, and who have followed 
through with them. 

Another invigorating change this year will 
be the accession to the 

  

Continued on Page 9 

Greetings and Happy 
New Year! It’s hard for 
me to believe that it’s 
2009 – although by the 
time you read this, I’ll 
be used to it, since we’ll 
be 10% or more of our 
way around this lap on 
the track.  With all of 
the turmoil in the finan-
cial markets, it’s going 
to be a very daunting 

and interesting year, but the MWPCA ap-
pears ready to progress and flourish. 

This year, we’re working on some changes 
to the MWPCA routine.  The June meeting 
– our western regional meeting – will in-
clude the opportunity to play a round of 
golf following the educational portion of 
the meeting.  Details of that meeting will be 
forthcoming, but the plan is that the meet-
ing will be at the Wyckoff Country Club in 
Holyoke (a stone’s throw from our usual 
Log Cabin location), and the training meet-
ing will be followed by a shotgun golf tour-
nament, with included food and refresh-
ments.  Several of our members have sug-
gested this as an added meeting offering, 
and we’re responding with action.  For the 

Arthur Robinson, Craig Williams, and  
Chuck Applebee (left-right) 

Continued on Page 4 

Charles Tyler                     
MWPCA President 
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A re you interested in joining a 
new committee?   

The Board of Directors is considering 
the formation of a new MWPCA 
committee to focus on the sector of 
our profession that operates small 
scale wastewater treatment facilities 
throughout Massachusetts.   

According to the MassDEP, there are 
approximately 250 facilities in Massa-
chusetts with effluent discharges be-
tween 10,000 and 200,000 gallons 
per day.  These facilities utilize over 
ten different treatment technologies, 
some with several different configura-
tions.  With such a range of systems, 
professionals who operate these facili-
ties truly need to fit the label “jack of 
all trades.”    

The new committee will focus on the 
specific issues affecting professionals 
who operate smaller scale facilities 
and will promote this important   

CALLING ALL MEMBERS FOR NEW MWPCA COMMITTEE       
- Ray Willis 

section of our industry.  Some initial 
goals of the committee will include: 

• To promote and recognize the 
operators of smaller scale facilities 

• To promote/generate 
a training program geared 
towards the small-scale 
facility operator 

• To advocate for the 
implementation of new 
operation rules, similar to 
257 CMR 2.0, for the 
small scale facility opera-
tor 

• To advocate for certi-
fication changes that would allow for 
small-scale facility operators to re-
ceive higher grade licenses 

• To advocate changes in the op-
erator testing program to include 
questions that relate to operations at 
small-scale, complex  facilities 

This is a perfect opportunity for 
members who have thought about 
joining a committee to step forward 
and become involved with a new 
committee.    

Many of us believe that 
these “decentralized” facili-
ties are the future of waste-
water treatment in Massa-
chusetts, and that there 
will be a need for more 
and more operators with 
these specific specialized 
skills and knowledge.   

For those members inter-
ested in joining this com-

mittee or if you have any questions, 
please feel free to contact Directors 
Ray Willis (rwillis@onsite-eng.com 
508-440-5470) or Mike Moreau 
(mmoreau@eosenvironmental.com).    

Don't put it off - call today!!     

“...new MWPCA 

committee to focus on the 

sector of our profession 

that operates small scale 

wastewater treatment 

facilities throughout 

Massachusetts.” 



Visit www.neiwpcc.org/training to see 
a complete listing of courses. Two 
courses of particular interest are: 

Optimizing Sequencing Batch Reac-
tor (SBR) Performance, April 21, 
2009, at the Falmouth WWTP. In 
this course, participants will receive 
instruction in the basic theory, design, 
and operation of SBRs. Instructors 
will present case studies that illustrate 
potential SBR problems and solu-
tions. 

Advanced Process Control, April 22 
– 23, 2009, at the Brockton Public 
Library.  Topics include microbiology 
of activated sludge, optimizing clari-
fier performance, troubleshooting the 

NEIWPCC TRAINING SEASON IS UNDERWAY - NEIWPCC 
course begins on Thursday, March 19 
and runs until Thursday, April 23 and 
will be held in Millbury, MA. The sec-
ond course is a Technical Seminar on 
approved Massachusetts Title 5 tech-
nologies and is geared towards the op-
eration, maintenance, design, permit-
ting and installations of approved Title 
5 Technologies. This is the fourth of an 
ongoing series. This seminar will cover 
the RUCK system, the SeptiTech Sys-
tem, the JET Aerobic Wastewater 
Treatment System and the Advantex 
Treatment System. This course will be 
held on Thursday, May 14 at Bridge-
water State College. Visit the 
NEIWPCC training page for more 
information. 
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activated sludge system, and achieving 
higher effluent standards. The pro-
gram includes a hands-on exercise at 
the Brockton WWTF. 

Onsite Courses 

NEIWPCC is offering two onsite 
wastewater specific courses this spring 
2009. The first is a six evening course 
that covers basic wastewater treatment 
and unit processes of onsite systems. 
This course was originally piloted last 
fall and is now a permanent part of 
our Mass. offerings. It is designed as a 
beginner course for operators in the 
onsite field to learn the basic opera-
tion and maintenance of small waste-
water package plants. This six evening 

OPERATOR DAY 

  

O ver 25 operators participated in “Operator’s Day” on 
Tuesday, January 27, 2009 during the New England 

Water Environment Association’s (NEWEA) Annual Con-
ference & Exhibit, January 25- 28, 2009 at the Boston Mar-
riott Copley Place Hotel, Boston, MA.   

The operators were treated to free admission and a wonder-
ful buffet luncheon in Bello Mondo’s restaurant on behalf 
of MWPCA. 

Operators also took 
advantage of many tech-
nical sessions and visited 
over 175 vendor equip-
ment displays.    

UPCOMING MARCH QUARTERLY MEETING IN WESTFORD 
Join us on March 18th at the Westford Regency for the March Quarterly Meeting in Westford, Massachusetts.  This one-day 
meeting will include the following presentations: 

• A Review of the Massachusetts Water/Wastewater Agency Response Network (MA WARN)             
- Jim Controvich, Springfield Water & Sewer Commission 

• Powering Your Plant with Renewable Energy - Ralph Dumke, Waterline Industries Corporation 

• Update on Upper Blackstone WWTF Project - Georgine Grissop, CDM 

• Operator Exchange Recap - Craig Williams 

To register, please use the enclosed registration form.  Registration deadline is March 13th.  2.5 TCHs 
will be awarded for operator recertification.  

Westford Regency, Westford, MA.  
Location for Quarterly Meeting on 
March 18th 

Continued on Page 8 

Operator’s Luncheon 2009 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE Continued 
Presidency of Mike Foisy from the Upper Blackstone Water 
Pollution Abatement District.  Mike is an operator’s opera-
tor – a shift worker at the UBWPAD who is proud of his 
profession and anxious to make a difference in the industry.  
Mike will be taking over after the June meeting, 
and I’ll be stepping aside (to the relief of some 
people, I’m sure).  Although I’ll no longer be a 
voting officer on the Board of Directors, I’ll con-
tinue to be an active member, trying to help out 
where I can – as I urge all of you to do as well.  
You don’t have to be a Director or a chair; even if 
all you can contribute is an article to this newslet-
ter (news about your plant, ideas for the future, an 
opinion article), that will be a great help.  Maybe 
you’re good at organizing or record keeping, or 
maybe you’d like to volunteer to help at the regis-
tration table at a meeting  - if there’s anything, 
however small, you think you might be able to 
contribute, just raise your hand or mention it to 
one of our Board members – we’re all listed on 
the masthead of the newsletter, and we’ll all wel-
come your input. 

As my final term as MWPCA President winds 
down, I look back on two years of challenges that began with 
the final departure of the state DEP from its active participa-

tion in our association and, more painfully, the withdrawal 
of the state’s direct support for our training programs.  
While it hasn’t been easy, the MWPCA has survived, and 
our training program, while scaled back and altered, is still 

chugging along.  The Training Center (now re-
named in memory of our old friend, Rick 
Alden) is still open, thanks mainly to the gener-
osity and support of the Upper Blackstone 
WPAD.  The state’s support of the Wastewater 
Operator Certification program has also dimin-
ished, and in spite of repeated attempts, we have 
been unable to arrange a meeting with the DEP 
Commissioner to discuss the dangers of short-
changing this important program.  The profes-
sionalism of the industry is at stake, and we are 
toiling to keep the program responsive and 
meaningful – but without the willingness of the 
DEP to participate in a serious discussion of  our 
concerns, we have a long struggle ahead. 

In spite of these disappointments, we have rea-
son for optimism.  Our membership totals are 
slowly rising and, as mentioned above, new par-
ticipation has changed the face of the Board of 

Directors.  New Directors like Mike Foisy of UBWPAD, 
Mike Moreau of EOS, Ray Willis of 

JUNE MEETING OFFERS GOLF OPPORTUNITIES AND 
SPONSORSHIPS 

Come join us on June 17th 
at the Wyckoff Country Club 
in Holyoke, Massachusetts 
for the quarterly meeting and 

eighteen holes of golf. 

The Wyckoff Country Club offers a 
challenging 18-hole golf course with 
water hazards that come into play on 
five holes.  The course rating is 68.5 
and features 5,793 yards of golf from 
the longest tees for a par of 69. 

The golf tournament will begin with a 

shot-gun start after the conclusion of 
the quarterly meeting and lunch.  
Prizes will be awarded for best ball, 
closest to the hole, etc.   

Golf sponsorships are 
also available.  Have 
your company sponsor 
a golf hole or sand trap 
and help support 
MWPCA.  Sponsoring 
companies will have 
their name displayed.   

Those wishing to golf will need to fill 
out the golf registration form.  The 
registration and sponsorship forms 
can be downloaded from 

www.mwpca.org.   

Please contact Dan 
Freitas at 508-990-7097 
or by email: westisland-
chief@comcast.net with 
questions. 

Golf Deadline is June 
12th!  Wyckoff Country Club, Holyoke, MA 

 REMEMBER TO VOTE! 

 

  MWPCA Board of Director positions will be voted on prior to the June Meeting.  Bal-
lots will be mailed to the membership by mail.   

 Watch your mail!  Please return ballots by April 17th 

Continued on Page 7 

Special points of 
interest: 
9 June Meeting & Golf 

Tournament, June 
17th, Wyckoff Country 
Club 

9 Trade Show, Sept. 
30th, Wachusett Moun-
tain Resort 

9 Mike Foisy, Upper 
Blackstone WPAD is 
incoming President in 
June 2009 

9 Challenges with DEP 

9 Membership numbers 
are rising 

9 New participation on 
board of directors 
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conventional sewage collection sys-
tems.  In general, the presentation 
provided infor-
mation as well as 
photos/videos of 
how I/I can enter 
manhole struc-
tures and the 
many available 
options to ad-
dress I/I.  Information regarding vari-
ous techniques and products available 
to address I/I at manhole structures 
can be found at www.cretexseals.com.   

The second presentation 
topic of the meeting in-
formed the audience about 
the Massachusetts Water/
Wastewater Mutual Aid 
(MA WARN) program.  
Mr. Jim Controvich of the 
Springfield Water and 
Sewer Commission, pro-

vided an overview of the MA WARN 
program, when and how the program 

DECEMBER MEETING HIGHLIGHTS - Ray Willis 
is implemented, the inherent need for 
such a program, the associated bene-

fits and participa-
tion eligibility.  
Mr. Controvich 
has long been an 
advocate of mu-
tual aid, and his 
presentation 
extensively de-

tailed the elements of the Mutual Aid 
Agreement format and how the Agree-
ment is implemented.   

As discussed during the presentation, 
MA WARN is a community to com-
munity mutual aid system that pro-
vides services and/or equipment to 
repair/restore damaged infrastructure, 
whether water or wastewater related, 
caused by either natural or man made 
disasters.  Under MA WARN, any 
public utility is allowed to voluntarily 
participate in the program.  To partici-
pate in the program, a community 
would enter into a 

O n December 10, 2008, the Mas-
sachusetts Water Pollution 

Control Association (MWPCA) held 
its Quarterly Meeting at the Holiday 
Inn in Taunton, MA.  The Quarterly 
Meeting was well attended by the 
MWPCA membership resulting once 
again in a standing room only event.   

Those in attendance were treated to 
three presentations regarding various 
wastewater topics as well as a docu-
mentary trailer related to the state of 
water and wastewater infrastructure in 
the United States. 

The first presentation, enti-
tled Identifying Manhole 
I/I Sources and Cost Effec-
tive Repair Methods, was 
given by Mr. Tim Moody of 
Cretex Specialty Products.  
Mr. Moody’s presentation 
focused on the significant 
sources of inflow/
infiltration (I/I) typically found in 

Continued on Page 10 

Speaker Jim Controvich, Springfield Water 
& Sewer Commission presents on MA 

WARN. 

Only standing room was available at the quarterly meeting in December. 



It’s that time of year again – time to 
nominate deserving candidates to serve 
as Directors of the MWPCA.   

The Board of Directors consists of 13 
Directors; four Directors are elected 
each year to three-year terms, and each 
year one Director is appointed for a 
one-year term on a trial basis – to see if 
he/she likes it well enough to run for a 
three-year term.   

Nominations must be received by mid-
April.  Election ballots will be mailed 
in late March and the membership will 
vote for three Director positions. 

Would you like to be more involved in 
the MWPCA, or do you 
know someone else who 
would like to be more 
involved?  Put your name 
or their name in for a Di-
rector position.  Serving as 
a Director is work, but it 
can also be a lot of fun. 

The time commitment is minimal.  
Board of Director Meetings take place 
after each Quarterly Meeting and five 
or six other times 
throughout the year.  
The majority of other 
business is conducted 
via email.   

The MWPCA belongs 
to you as members.  
Be sure it’s serving you as you’d like to 
be served!  Our Directors are operators, 
engineers, vendors, administrators – 
old-timers and newcomers - men and 
women who care about how the 
MWPCA conducts itself, and who want 

to make sure that good deci-
sions are made to keep the 
association healthy and vital.   

If you’d like to join the group 
and help drive the MWPCA 
bus, contact President Charles 
Tyler, Secretary/Treasurer 
John Connor, or any other 

Director or officer as listed in the mast-
head of this newsletter. 

Even if you don’t win, it’s fun to get 
your name out there, 
and who knows – you 
may stand a chance of 
being appointed to the 
one-year trial term. 

Just call or email and 
say, “I’d like to nomi-

nate (name of your choice) of (plant, 
firm, or other affiliation) for MWPCA 
Director.” 

And whether you nominate anyone or 
not, please watch for your ballot in the 
mail and VOTE  - if we all participate, 
together we can all make a difference. 

Nominations can be emailed or called in to: 
Charles Tyler at 617-660-7889 or 
charles.tyler@mwra.state.ma.us  Please 
submit all nominations by mid-April.  
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NOMINATIONS DUE FOR MWPCA ELECTIONS - Charles Tyler 

MASS WATERS 

“Would you like to be more 
involved in the MWPCA...serving 
as a Director is work, but it can 

also can be a lot of fun.” 



FALL TRADE SHOW TO BE HELD AT WACHUSETT RESORT 

T he 2009 Fall Trade Show will be 
held at Wachusett Mountain 

Resort in Princeton, MA.  

This new location will allow for a lar-
ger inside exhibitor area and an out-
door vendor demonstration area. 

The show will continue to provide the 

More details to follow. 

So mark your calendar… 

2009 MWPCA Fall Trade Show        
September 30, 2009                                 

Wachusett Mountain Resort         
Princeton, MA 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE -     
continued 
Onsite Engineering, Dan Freitas of Fairhaven, and Eric 
Smith of FR Mahony have all made a difference in the 
discussion and in the direction of the MWPCA.  As these 
new voices take over the discussion, they will need your 
help and support – and yes, your participation.  It may be 
time for you to step forward and make your voice heard.  
The issues I’ve mentioned above (as well as numerous 
others) will not fix themselves, and your concerns and 
your interest in these problems are important.  Whether 
you write, call, or attend a Board meeting (all members 
are welcome), the important thing is to make your voice 
heard.  This is your association, and it can’t work without 
you – so think about stepping forward just a little and 
helping it to work FOR you. 

Thanks again for your attention and support.  Good luck 
to us all in 2009! 

Respectfully, 

Charlie Tyler 

same great benefits as before, includ-
ing: networking opportunities, TCH 
credits for operator recertification, 
raffle prizes, Norton t-shirt sales, 
awards presentations, and an optional 
luncheon.   

Last year, over 150 operators and ven-
dors participated in the trade show. 

MASSACHUSETTS AWARD 
WINNERS 

What you can do now to start conserving or producing 
your own power at your facility? 

The March 18th quarterly meeting presenta-
tion will include a discussion of alternative 
and renewable energy sources titled: Powering 
Your Plant with Renewable Energy.   

The discussion will focus on the chal-
lenges concerning permitting, acquisi-
tion and installation?  How does net 
metering affect you and your facility 

MARCH QUARTERLY MEETING TO DISCUSS RENEWABLE 
ENERGY - Henry Albro 

today and in the future?  
How will the new economic 
stimulus package help you?  
Topics will include wind 
turbines, solar panels and 

KVAR Energy converters. 

The Quarterly Meeting will take place on March 
18, 2009 at the Westford Regency in Westford, 
Massachusetts.  Use the enclosed registration 
form to register.  Deadline is March 12th. 

Solar panels 

Wind Turbine 

 

KVAR energy converters 

NEWEA President Robert Cutone awards Anthony 
Olivadesa, City of Taunton with the Operator 

Award. 

Michael Burke, Holyoke, MA WWTP receives the 
Peloquin Award from Robert Cutone, NEWEA 

President 

Two operators from Massachusetts were recognized at 
NEWEA's Annual Conference Awards Luncheon in Boston 
on January 28, 2009.  Anthony Olivadesa of Taunton was 
awarded the NEWEA Operator Award in recognition of 
excellence in plant operations, and Michael Burke of Holy-
oke was awarded the Alfred E. Peloquin Award in recogni-
tion of his service to the industry and his contributions to 
our professional associations.  



A NEW LOOK FOR 
MWPCA 
Have you seen the new MWPCA booth?   

If not, take a moment at 
the next quarterly meeting 
or trade show to check it 
out. 

The board members have 
been working hard to de-
velop materials and bro-
chures to keep it stocked.   

If you need a membership 
application, information 
on upcoming events, or 
another copy of the news-
letter, MASS Waters - you can find it all there. 

The new booth was graciously donated by Environmental 
Operating Solutions.   
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New MWPCA booth as displayed in January 
2009. 

NEIWPCC TRAINING continued 
Certification Exams:  The next wastewater certification 
exam will be held on Saturday, May 16, 2009.  The applica-
tion deadline is Wednesday, April 1, 2009. Information 
and applications can be found at www.neiwpcc.org/
training/mwotexam.asp  Coming later this year, computer 
based certification exams.  Watch our web site and 
www.mwpca.org for information. 

A reminder to all certified operators – 2009 is a renewal 
year.  All certified operators must have the required training 
hours and renew by December 31, 2009.  Don’t wait to the 
last minute to obtain your TCH requirement. 

Donald Burford:  In January of this year, we lost long-time 
instructor Don Burford. Don passed away on January 23, 
2009. Don provided industrial waste training for a number 
of years both for MA DEP and NEIWPCC. He also taught 
drinking water courses for New England Water Works As-
sociation. In his many years of training, he had developed a 
faithful following.  He will be missed. 

Asset Management 101: Back to Basics for Small and Mid-
Sized Utilities - A NEWEA Joint Asset Management and 
Small Community Committee Seminar, May 6, 2009, Con-
cord, NH.  This seminar will feature case studies that reveal 
what management issues are faced prior to and during the 
implementation of an asset management program, and the 

benefits typically seen once such a program is in place. Em-
phasis will be placed on how the lessons learned from these 
case studies relate to EPA’s Handbook for Small Water Systems 
and the corresponding five-step program. A final wrap-up 
discussion will summarize the basic concepts of asset man-
agement and successful implementation strategies, as well as 
identify the ways that typical challenges faced by small and 
mid-sized utilities can be overcome using the techniques 
presented in the seminar.  For more information on this 
seminar, contact the NEWEA at (781) 939-0908 or visit the 
website at www.newea.org 
 
Advanced Asset Management – A “Hands-On” Approach 
US EPA Asset Management Workshop, March 24 – 25, 
2009, Hartford, CT - This two-day Advanced Asset Manage-
ment Training was developed by USEPA for water and 
wastewater utility Chief Executive Officers and senior level 
personnel. Topic areas to be covered include an overview of 
fundamental concepts and core practices of asset manage-
ment, determining the current state of utility assets, re-
quired “”sustainable” level of service, critical assets, opera-
tions and maintenance, long-term funding strategy and 
building an initial asset management plan.  For more infor-
mation, go to www.neiwpcc.org/training/schedule.asp  You 
can register online at www.neiwpcc.org/conference/
conference.asp 



Association and the support of my 
employer in allowing me the time to 
attend is extremely appreciated.  I am 
very proud and honored to have 
been this year’s ambassador from 
Massachusetts.  I feel that I certainly 
was afforded the opportunity to 
network with a diverse group of 
professionals in an environment 
that would not normally be available 
to me.  I encourage anyone who has not had this experience to 
pursue it; it is an experience that will never be forgotten. 

cided, why not put my name into consideration.  At the 
conclusion of the educational segment of the day’s pro-
gram, I approached Charlie Tyler and talked with him 
about my interest in the program, handed him my con-
tact information and then left figuring I only had a slim 
chance of being selected. 

In August, I received a 
phone call from Charlie 
telling me I had been se-
lected as the exchange op-
erator.  To say I was sur-
prised would be an under-
statement.  I had for a brief moment, forgotten that I 
had even put my name into consideration.  After con-
firming that I was still interested and able to participate, 
he told me that I would be the guest of the Maine 
WasteWater Control Association and that someone 
would be contacting me with details.   Arthur Robinson, 
my host from Gardiner, Maine, contacted me a few days 
later. 

I had been invited to participate in the 2008 Maine 
WasteWater Control Association Fall Convention at the 
Grand Summit Resort Hotel and Conference Center in 
Bethel, Maine. 

I arrived at the Sunday River Grand Summit Hotel on 
Tuesday, September 23rd where I met Arthur and his 
boss Chuck Applebee, the President of the MWWCA, 
for dinner before we went on to meet the executive com-
mittee of the association.  Wednesday, Arthur took me 
on a tour of three different treatment plants.  We visited 

the Augusta Sani-
tary District, Ken-
nebec Sanitary 
District and the 
Gardiner Sani-
tary District.   On  
Thursday and 
Friday I attended 
the convention.  
I was honored to 

be recognized at the awards lunch held on Thursday 
where I was presented with a few gifts to remind me of 
the hospitality that had been extended to me during my 
stay. 

Every aspect of this event was positive.  The hospitality 
of the men and women of the Maine WasteWater Con-
trol Association, the opportunity afforded by being se-
lected by the Massachusetts Water Pollution Control 

OPERATOR EXCHANGE continued 
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“If you are looking for new 
opportunities to see different 

water treatment facilities, 
meet great people and learn 
while enjoying yourself with 
other professionals with the 
same goals and interest, then 
you will be interested in the 

operator exchange program.” 

Gardiner Sanitary District Treatment Plant, Gardiner, ME 

Grand Summit Hotel, Bethel, ME.  Location for the 
Maine WasteWater Control Assoc. Fall Convention 

‘09 Operator Exchange - Participants Needed 

If you are interested in participating in the Operator Exchange 
Program, please contact Gene Valliere at 508-790-6335 or by 
email: genev@capecod.net 

The Operator Exchange Program is free and is an excellent 
opportunity to meet others in the wastewater field while    
having fun.  
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DECEMBER MEETING HIGHLIGHTS - continued 

Mutual Aid Agreement with a neighboring community 
and/or community in close proximity.  This Mutual Aid 
Agreement details the process and procedures to receive 
mutual aid and covers such issues related to requesting 
and giving assistance, community reimbursement, dispute 
resolution, and worker’s compensation.  The Mutual Aid 
Agreement, which serves as a contract between the com-
munities, would have been negotiated and approved prior 
to receiving any goods and services related to an emer-
gency situation.  A complete summary of the MA WARN 
program can be found at www.mawarn.org. 

The third presentation, 
given by Mr. Alan Slater, 
P.E. from the Massachu-
setts Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection 
(MassDEP), was entitled 
Regulation Changes to 

the Ground Water Discharge Permit Program & Re-
claimed Water Permit Program.  The presentation by Mr. 
Slater detailed revisions to the Permit Procedures regula-
tions (314 CMR 2.00), Ground Water Discharge Permit 
Program (314 CMR 5.00) and the Operation and Mainte-
nance and Pretreatment Standards for Waste Water Treat-
ment Works and Indirect Discharges (314 CMR 12.00).  

Also, the changes to the Mass-
DEP Permit Programs in-
cluded the elimination of the 
Ground Water Quality Stan-
dards regulations (314 CMR 
6.00) and the promulgation of 
new Wastewater Reuse Regu-
lations (314 CMR 20.00).     

As indicated by Mr. Slater, the 
proposed regulation changes are intended to streamline the ap-
proval process and combine several existing MassDEP policies 
together as regulations, while eliminating the need for some exist-
ing outdated regulations.  These changes to the regulations will 
affect applicants, engineers, wastewater treatment plant operators, 
and treatment works owners.  Overall, the changes to the regula-
tions were implemented to effectively streamline permit applica-
tions, provide more emphasis on the hydrogeological evaluations 
at the beginning of the application process, create new categories 
that do not require a Ground Water Discharge Permit, provide a 
single regulation source for groundwater quality standards, pro-
vide regulations for wastewater reuse in lieu of a “policy”, and to 
expand the MassDEP’s enforcement capabilities against wastewa-
ter treatment plant operators.  A complete listing of the proposed 
regulation changes and new regulation can be found at http://
www.mass.gov/dep/service/regulations/newregs.htm#proposed. 

The last presentation included a trailer for the Penn State 
University documentary regarding the state of water and 
sewer infrastructure in the United States.  Liquid Assets is a 
90-minute documentary to educate the public as well as 
local, state and federal officials of the current state of infra-
structure throughout this country and the importance that 
water, wastewater, and stormwater infrastructure plays in 
our everyday life in protecting health and our economic 
growth. The Liquid Assets website also provides a Community 
Toolkit, which includes educational material and other re-
sources as a means to invoke discussion at the local level 
about the need to construct, repair, maintain and replace 
water and wastewater infrastructure.  Complete information 
regarding Liquid Assets, including dates of broadcasting, 
access to the Community Toolkit, and the trailer, can be 
found at http://liquidassets.psu.edu/. 

The next quarterly meeting will be held at the Westford Regency on 
March 18th. 

Speaker Alan Slater, MassDEP gives a presentation on 
upcoming regulation changes. 

Mike Foisy, Deborah LaVergne, Paul Caron and Sharon 
Lawson from Upper Blackstone WPAD pose for the camera 

before the luncheon begins. 

Attendees packed the room to hear a technical presentation by Tim Moody, Cretex Specialty 
Products on manhole repair. 
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 March Quarterly Meeting Registration Form Enclosed!! 
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email: jane.brooks@waterandsewer.org 
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Groveland, MA  01834  
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Fax: 781-939-0907 

E-mail: mwpca1965@verizon.net 

Massachusetts Water 
Pollution Control Association 

DATE MEETING LOCATION 

March 18, 2009 Quarterly Meeting Westford Regency, Westford, MA 

May 2009 NEWEA/MWPCA Facility 
Tour 

Upper Blackstone WPAD 

June 7-10, 2009 NEWEA Spring Meeting Renaissance Hotel, Providence, RI 

June 17, 2009 Quarterly Meeting & Golf 
Tournament 

Wyckoff Country Club, Holyoke, MA 

September 30, 2009 Fall Trade Show Wachusett Mountain, Princeton, MA 

December 2009 Quarterly Meeting TBD 


